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July 3,2017

Freedom of Information Officer
11,5, FPA Region 5 (M1 — 9J)
77T West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago 1L 60604

Re: Schroud Realty Group Site, LPC# 03165551127 ILN 0G0 505 530, Cook County, llinois,
SW Comer of Avenue O and 126" Strect, Chicago, IL (address also identified as 12801 &,
Burley Ave., Chicago, 1T}

To the Freedom of Information Act Officer:

P"leasc be advised that | represent the Southeast Environmental Task Force (SETF), a not-for-
profit organization dedicated to environmental education, open space preservation and pollution
prevention on the southeast side of Chicago, linvis, SETF's members inchade several
individuals whao live in neighborhoods immediately adjacenl to the Schroud Realty Group site,
an mactive slag disposal site, Consequently, SETF 15 concerned about the clean-up of the site,
the potential effects on human health and environmanial quality, and the security of the site.

On behalf of SETF and pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5§ U.S.C. § 5352, | request
copies of the following documents in your files relating to the Schroud Realty Group site. This
request does nol melude the CERCLA Site Inspection that was compleled by the linois EPA
Bureen of Land on or about Febroary &, 2017,

More specifically, | request all records related to the Schroud Realty Group site 1n the possession
of LS. FPA, The information | am reguesling maledes, but 15 not limited to:

l. documents perfaining to a removal action;

2. memorandum regarding a removel action;

3. documents releated 10 any suthonzation for federal funds for a removal action;
4, reconds of any search results for potentially responsible parties;

5. any correspondence to potentially responsible parties;

6. documents pertaining 1o the Hazard Ranking System results for the siie and the priority it
has been assigned;

7. documents perlaining to a remedial investigation/feasibility study;
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8. documents pertaming to proposed remedics for the site;
9, correspondence with other agencies on the state and loeal level regarding the site;
1), citizen complaints and the record of response to these complaints,

In making this request, SETF acknowledges the need to protect the privacy interests of citizen
complainants, and will accept redacted documents consisten with (his exemption,

Pursuant to the Freedome of Information Act 5 ULS.C. § 5352(a)4)(ii), T reguest a waiver of any
and all fees which vou incur in meeting our request. SETF s enttiled to 2 fee waiver because it
will use the requested information to inform and educate local communitics about the process
used by U.S, EPA to address & facility where there is evidence of a releese of a hazardons
substance into the environment, and it will not use the informabion to father any profil seeking
venture. In considering this {ee waiver request, the U5, EPA should also consider the following
factors,

1) The UL.S, EPA has a statutory obligation to ensure that the Schroud Realty Group site
15 properly addressed if it poses a substantial and imminent danger 1o human health and
the envirenment. Accordingly, all documents U5, EPA has on file relating to the
Schroud Realty Group sife arc pertinent 1o public understanding of government
operations and the regulstion of this specific site,

2) SETF plans to use the requested documents 1o better understand what actions are being
taken regarding the removal snd remedial activities at the Schrovd Realty Group site.
Having sceess to the requested informalion is cssential for a greater public understanding
in the affected community whother the EPA is taking the required steps lowards a
removal/remedial action. However, SETF cannot reasonsbly oblmn the requested
information from the public demain,

33 SETF also plans to use the requested information to iform and cducate members of
the community aboul changes in the environment and guality of life within the Calumet
region. SETE's membership includes community orgamizers, and SETF operates a
website from which it frequently disseminates informabon. With its population and
membership, information SETF guthers can be distributed to a broad sudience, enabling
the public to gain a greater understanding of govemnment regulation of a local waste
disposal site.

4 The requested information is necessary for SETT to begim its investigation o the
Schroud Realty Group site. Moreover, the requested information is not within the public
domain. Therefore, iisclosure of the requested information will enhance local citizens
understanding of environmental regulation of thas lacilily

51 SETF is a not-for-profit organization pomarily concerned with educating
neighborhoods abow! preserving natural arcas and establishing green business practices
within the Southcast Chicago arca, SETF will exclusively use the requested information
in order to further their informational and educational goals. SETF will not use the
information to further any commercial intercst,
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You agency has twenty working days to respond (o this request, however, 1f there 15 any problem
with the document request or lee waiver provision pleasc notify me before you procesd.

SETF is willing to accept electronic versions of documenis, 1P documents are mailed, please
send them to my attention at the lotterhead address.

If the request is denied in whole or in part, T request a formal determination which explicitly
refers 1o the statutory basis for your denial, and which deseribes SETF's nghts to appeal within
VOUT AZChCY,

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Eeith Harley
Attorney for the Southeast Envinonmental Task Force



